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The wisually seductve quality of
Mat Colkshaw's art is snrched by
he physical beauty of thizs newly
opened gallary, a 1Tth-century
hotel particaler, rendedng the
cortenlt of the work especialy
shocking on closer inspecticn

Knstafnachd, a senes of pictures
gsing photograpns taken in 1938
when ine Mans destoyed the shops
and houses of Beding Jewash com-
minly, seems &t first o bear itte
elation 0 atrocities of any kind. A
waleidoscopic effect is crested by
e ] !l;__]ﬁh $|‘1ih|ng lrom bekend the
pictures and passing theough mulli-
coloured polarised lenses. The pic-
tures, surmourded by ghosily while
i copie= of bradibonal, ormate git
ramies, glster and Sparkle, gently
noving e frose elecine waterfall
panbings’ on sale in Bnck Lane.
Slowly, the reaksation dawns that
the near hypnotic siale mduced by
these compeling pleces reflects the
mirdbess acquisscence of mob
vinkence Supenmrposed over the
photographs, groups of pulsating
crystals are mishcadngly beautiful;
these lithe explosions of stone are,
in fact, cold, kard and brutal

By wirbuer of thew size and visual
impaci, the most mpressive pieces
in the eshibition are the monumental

black-and-white mosaics with which
you are faced on arrival Seen
through the window from e court-
yard, a vast, smplistic image of a cat
is oddly cule bul, on entering the:
gabesy, the full pichwe begins to
emame: the cat is wearing a crown
mude of taxicermist’s tools and is n
the process of being stuffed
Anather mosast porlays 3 clasacal
iy beautitul woman cryng sublle
silver fears: she s actually an indun
villager wnose Ife has  been
destroved by a flood. A thind s taken
from @ 1912 image of a man who
has been castraled and hanged by a
kynch mob i Amenca's Deep South.
A dark cloud hangs over hm,
caused in the original pholograph by
2 leaking camera. Byt if tha show s
about cruelly amnd suflering,
Collishaw wanls us o ey ow
morments of kiee-jerk senlimentai-
ty. As shways, be s explonng the
vakelity of our reaction to pathos, the
sincerity ol ow empathy, and as
ahways he coes not judge, lacing his
shwocks with humaur and humanity,

Drownatairs, an ancant spinning
wheel evokes childhosd memones
ol Sleeping Beauty snckng her
finger, but the movie that flickers
through the spokes is of a gid
ingecting haroin

The funniest work ic a film in
which Ccllishaw, hanging out of a
hotel wndow, sesenadas a prost-
tute, singng “Love is All Around” in
very bac French, as she fries,
unsyccessfully lo find a dierl. In

refrospect. if's actualy pretty sac



