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PHILOSOPHER TIMOTHY HORTCOH AND
ARTIST JULIAN CHARRIERE DMSCUSS WHY
HUMANITY NEEDS TO GET OVER ITSEL]
AND START TALKING ABOUT NATURE,
EXTINCTION AN ANARCHY AS THE WAY
FORWARL
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we've became
tasnaic @il eversthing elie is

dulizm, the envircamenl b smething ol
il glen ek a8 4 material in vour practice.
Emther than scampling or recordisg grelogh
el and envir o al phensmaia, 3ou sc-
irvely Enderfere wigh Ehe nadura world

SULLAN; Yeah. In sy work, T deal a ot with
ihe clichd of mature 2= a human <onstrst, as
T deseribes i The piecs ollice i~ Filue Fossil

Enfroprc Stangs™ (01 1) i schmly 30,000 years
ol In & sefee. (05 @ bige Aepe o afarmation
which is slowhy meling. "dying”. | weni io
Teeland 10 make thal piece and the aim was Lo
iry i s el el thils process with me, sianding
o am erhorg and melling # with & welder's
fAame. 11 wis & sirmge ecperionce. By in the
archic with all ihess “dying” icoborgs was like
lseisgg i @ cometery. Bt really, the poisl of the
phece is also o iy and reverse the Romansi
dislmction ksetween hummans and nature, by

shorwing bow intereomneciod they are. O s vory
prosdn bevel 1 oouldin'l ever 1y 1o “speed oy’
the meling of @ amgis i1 wean't already stand-
g o Tlkiing il v el el

AR T

CURRENT
ECOLOGICAL
THINKING HAS
THE VERY SAME
PROBLEM
DECKARD DOES
IN BLADE RUNNER.
DECKARD
DOESN’T KNOW
HE’S AN ANDROID,
AND ECOLOGICAL
THINKING
DOESN’T THINK
IT’S PART OF THE
PROBLEM EITHER

TiM MGRTON

thai s bave created by Suming coal and
wil . Te is sireitand o with the Romanlic pe-
o] mnd n @ Wy, we mne il mside A Indesd,
the Romentice didn® just eresie this dismclion
lietwem busmass sl natore ey also erealed
this rdea of Ure meed For HUmEns (o s -
e bon

Dy wellatianehigs with thee it ural werld s
changed throeghowl hisory, bed o the mo

menl we are st belding eo Roman b,
Whai Is the benefli o eoologhoal nwareness
of fing our thinking lnba i L

ihe Bathare Ohebail warmisg inhatats & timesca ke
that is fimite bug very hig, wmsd § have this phrse
“reslly large Rimnide” 16 descrive similar pro-
cesses, mich ax radistion smd pollution, that
etond ooy e lismsseaes 11 i possibi that
humas beings won't even be arcund in &
1 601,600 ywar s fromm o, In Bhe e af mich
greal tirnesciles, the iden of s - whahe
Ihat means oy, fhis wesk, or Suis monih
becomes & prefty bellow concepl
JOLLAM: D ihink there e obeeots ahd places
where vou can physscally escumier diflenmi
lities, Borismg on the 40, 000.year-old

thet conicept of vemp orulity are beand togaher
is therefore asother cne of ny preocoep olioss
T § ety irmined a8 dnident of Fosaiitic
litserature: anad can el sie Bo thal conorpd inlerme
of w1 history too. Humeity is cureentdy ishab-
iting a 200-year process referred 1o as the
Asthropeome - o new geslogical time periad

greaber than & few generslion? 15 there any
ner b ihdnk ing aho wihat mighd Reppen in
10008 years me?

T8 The rauble with ecological avwarenees in
thst § o realise thil dere are all kinds oftim-
eacabes. Ina way, iUy easier bo think sbout the
infinile than b thask sbout | 60,050 years sk

piece of ice foating on the sea wis cornly
oo off thewy In woy wonk “On The Sidewalk™
[2E1 3, T play with s comsdrustion = line
and itw relutionabp. with besioey,

View, thisi s orue, Thai werk bs w colleciion af
rompre vued soll drilling sampgles ik Brem



Beriim, pach of which begin s sredd level
i end in wand, reveallng whet the specta-
dnr might be sianding on every tme they
wralk on a pavemnent. 1 ks Bl o of D
codsur grafienis ven see in DIV baoks, Bul
By wiing geological resing from ihe Earih's

L T

mayte even apakion 1o, Bul they are remiine
of i dating back Broim belure dhe deesmirs

S e plainds are ke Hving fassdls. Vo are
freezing s mesment ram the pasi and pre-
!rrﬂr:lhmhlhﬂ‘ﬂm 1 el this i1

elslory, you sem Ue be el ing Uhess
ver s bargf tinbscales s Tim al s Jus me
Alanrd.

JULLAN: For sire. b poclopy, ¥you lave all de
arth’s mimation verticalby sored within i
cnnd L is imch more ebjeclive o this e,
ahronologicad line we ol histery. In ' Cn The
Hidraalk®, | 3 excirasting frozem momssis
Srof e gusl. Core snmples e taken o
deep in e e, and each sample is still wn-
dergadng it own chesvical resctisns. The
smiples are cuf wp md recomtrcied Lo droabe
2 timecellage’. (s interesting 1o think insome
of Urese samphs, you bave o portion of 3 mous-
Eain. 3 sample of concreie or sedimesd from a
river all o which might have onos belosged 1o
the game - of ot st similar - geodngiosl srece
Eurea, S the work s also irying b ilusrsls
this elérgnl, o chiil proceia

im = way, you are faking these frocen mo-
wenils from he fast, aind & pe0 reawombibe
dhem, you are cresting o sshjective, per
wenial versban of history.

FULLAN- Tree What we calll histery & highly
subiiective, Now' =3 cenvmigt concrpt e
i baree oomanicied 1o make s of e
nunediste emvromeent. By ssembling difers
wnk Eernpenalitins amd presmling fhen n ons
straight live, T iy ves chiallenge that. T play with
really old snd alenrelly new materials within
wch core sample. When youi bock ol lhee werks
youg shewty Besgin io lose b feeling o conimuiry,
which i think & whai you arg alsn billong shoast
ket o Ll ab ol 1Eme, T

T Veah On the Sidewalk & e e

T I are Aanly inler-
wtireg, wilh STerent tmeseabes, fven thosgh
we mighd nof be sware of il
MILLAax: For e, i wis interestmg be dunk aboun
why wr harer this relst ionship wih these Bving
Torssibs. W il havea replikn brsin, Hise parts
offs thet remmn Bom modher e Cryogenacally
freazing the i owors is Bk pisking » picture of 2
tire wihisier ey Buis ovever eaaped i, dop-
ping time and iselaling a memeni.

TIRA: Things fiam the pasl exein s s of
causal pressare on us, wnd this is what 1 se in
e sz

Vhaere 15 rmsion In Troplsme, hetwes pos
ibde rllinetion and pefmiial preservation,
W makes me refect on humanity s fee. ns
we pnibar ihe deih major e neilon e in
Ui Farth s hilllery, whibeh bs Licgely i comde-
auence of human behavisur, 15 there hope
Far further humes rvobmion

TIM: Weell tht s e wosble: It is not guite cor-
rect §o shink hal if we become extiret ihat
everptting will be fise. Fverything is s ider-
ot o of e med g estroying cursehes, e TE
going 10 bring dovm a whalr bunch of i frmme
Actuaily, we bie alresdy sietcedigg i doing .

Im ther Bucw af thiy desErociion, what role n
cealogieal swaremen play?

TIM: Thiis becamies & palifical questian. [ think
the pefilics i fwed boclin i Jol misare: lilie amiar-
chitam dan the ir ad nienal forms of progressive
politics. Thss e still based on tlis ‘oo wivg
I'II.|. all” mentality, which is wery imach pain of

sven st hing as simple and straightforssd
ae i gl L il resorale with time. These's
a certain music that begins o emerge if you
phace two or thiee of these core drllimps o~
detha

Fioghstcs 1 e Been salcings aboul.
D'.-uli:i s will a sorwe of srcbogical avare-
s oo o fanite wd Tragilke, 1&e affThstions
tetween Inamans and son- framans. There shoald
bse bots: o teemn and there is mo perfest ene: In
Dece, the mioie e mermier, really

Ther core drillings sl ax placehalders ler
Ao el periods of geslogheal i,
Tl Wi yom baok 3 an oy, voo ar lockmg
il the pasl. Losshang w these core seinples, B's
bk looking ot everrihing ek happensd in Bt
e space that the sple is from. Yt when
ot S8 Lo inrvestigale then, they Become mys:
oerious. Thess core samphes are in & place nhere
poml sl fubnre olide agains) sach other withoe
nou hing: wiere v o e Uhak the preseni st
o il i bare. “Prosenl " js Siis prsonancy ok
hie: pawit il thee flitere. actually.

clulimm, in = Tropiuns” you play with the e
abain et wieen st and Baliire. 1n the plese,
v preseni wlarge, dear, nelr | ger siedl shis.
wann with fraaer plants frem the Cretacren
period, archived for preservatisn. The
Cretaceaus pevied orourred aver 65 million
yirsrs ago amnd ended im 2 mass-eatinction
wveni,

JULLAM: Wes, and we fid these oy pes of plants
in pimost svery homss or offioe in ihe westemn
warkd! They are looked al, walergd, and

I gienl mearenes b m el
questios and we keave o up t:lhthu P
Htical struciures be decide our firture, b ihere
& rhik of humanity beng collnguldsed
TIM: W think ol extirwition & Kind of sbsract.
Whe cares if bumens dop exsling * i it is
impertant if the polar bear sops existing. o
memns somebody died Bt we ned B alor th
thinking. Preventng ther extinetion is pat of
It & speciss is also o kind of eniity, ned an al-
siraction — i could by abevporobiect (8 has in do
wii th el g st speecies nol ae prepaciagel
things in & bax. Again, it's s Tymg 1o go
beyond this simpliss: dislinction Belween ho-
imily and natere. B b6 & qeesllon e £an oW
ask oureehves, bacmss we've gof the conirads,
annil we need e stop Binking alwout each the
extmaion of cach is agealially solaed event.
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