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The Quest for Ed Ruscha's Secret Artwork
Inspires a Film
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Pierre Bismuth wanted to find Ed Ruscha's hidden artwork —a fake rack
callad Rocky n—that The artist planted in tha Mojive desed i 1670
Abang tha way, ha stumblad on gama innguing leads and unexpectsd
characters, notably & man who partly magired “the Dude," the legendary

character in the Cosn brathars® film, The B8ig Lebowski Bismuil's search
evantieally bacame tha basls for hia firer fikm, wisere i3 Apcky s, which

iy get Tor release in December 2015, The anist and Acagdemy Award
winmar anawarad Arinet News' Questions abour his wikd and quirky
Journey

How did Where is Rocky N come aboul™ what inspired you to make a
film on such an obscure piece of arl?

It started | would say about 10 years ago, or maybe ewen longer,
SOMEand gave me & VHE TApE On The TApE WaS & 1080 O0CUMENTAry
from BEC on Ed Ruscha It was 28 minutes. | thought it was an amazing
documentary. it was very well done You could ses EQ Ruscha working
on different things. you see him working on this fake rock, and driving
to the dessrt, 1aking one from the desert, and then putting one back. |
showed the film to my friends. and none of them knew about it [the art
piece]. Even friends and professionals around him didn't know about it
was lucky enough 10 have The VHE Decause it showed | wasn't crazy. Of
COUrsa, IT WaS IMnguing beceuse What is BN Bri piece that 15 invisible 10
everyane?

when | became closer 1o Ed Ruscha himself, e was amused and
surprised | knew about it but he would categorically refuse to give any
infarmation about it. This kind of sscret attitede, it ssemad for me an
invitation 1o do something serious about it. in 2009, when he had a
Ma|or Surey of his wark at Hayward Gallery in London, | want with fwd
camaras and pretended to e & journaliss. | was the first 1o ask a
guestion out of the blue, | said “Mr. Buscha, | would be intsresied to
know—where (5 Recky 17 Everyane thought it was 8 joke. because
gveryans thinks Rocky i iz & film with Sylvester Stallone, But Ed Buscha
WaS very surprised | knew T, and he elegantly undersocd that he and |
were the only ones who knew what | was talking about so he explained
WHAT it was 1o the otheér journalists and finished with saying “so it's o
thre in the Mojeve desert somewhers, but I'm not going to say whers.*




How are you incorporating these two types of tootage —part
documentary, part fiction—into one feature film?

From 1he S18T | WaS Curicus AbourT Two Questions, The Tirsl Quastion is
where is the plece, and is it possible 1o find it? The second questicn is
wiry did Ed Auscha do this? | realized véry quickily the Twd guestions
should not be answersd by the sams parson. The “whare” should be
dealt by & professional private eye whose job is finding things and the
second question, *why*®, was more interesting 1o ask or be resoived by
someane who is & professional in telling stories, IKe & scresmwriter
Nothing ks made up. the whole film is abouwt & search, My idea is in order
to discover the truth about where the phece is, the private investigatsr
will have 10 @0 through & series of spaculations Thar would sT&rT with
pure TERTASY. FOF SAMPlS, The DFRIVATE iNVASTIJATON BIATTS 1O IMaging Thar
[Ruscha] had something to hide. On the other hand, | know how
scresmwritars work. in onder to create fiction, they hawe to start from
real fact. imterasting enowgh the screenwriters and the private
investigator were doing the same thing, meeting in the middie, but
stariing from opposiie direcikons

vou Teature several big art world names such as Eli Broad and
Michael Govan, how did you pick these pecple to be Teatured? Are
they somehow linkad Lo Rocky 0T

Mo, they ane just extremely famous people from the art world, and they
are all from Los Angeles. The logic was that one thing leads to ancther.
¥ou go to the first persan you'ne thinking of, which was LACMA directorn.
Michael Qovan, then this person gives you angiher name, and so on
Paople all have their own inTerpretation. The funny thing about This
mGwie is Thar | didn'r ask the privale investigater 1o ask spacific
questicns 1o the interviewees, =0 he asked funny questions that i would
naver sk like “where dogs Ed Ruscha spend his weekends™

‘When did you first become interested in film-making?

Hever | always had & strange relationship with fhilm, it's more by
accigant Then Dy INTErest. | was always receptive 1o fiim, Dut | was never
Into it professionally. | esed Him in my visus! work early on. | nesded
samathing maving and making nolse and film was & perfect medium.

‘well, you alao wom an Oscar in 2008,

Thai's trus. Broasse my work seems to have connecton with films, |
WiE cInRected 10 cerain pecple. and same of those people like Micael
Gondty liked my ideas and he [iked 1 talk 1o me-we had gooad
braingtorm sessicns. ée stared 1o telk 8 lot fogether and that's how
[Eroreal Sanaking of 840 Sp0eicas Mind] camo about. T funny bocawao
in & way. in My &t werld carssr. when | sueceaded ta pet out af the laap
of being in exvibizions about film | wan twe Oscar,

1% it i that the concept for Eternal Senshine of the tpobess
Mind grew out of a casual cenversation

Right, | had & comversation with & frignd wha was ashamed 512 had an
aftair with & guy. snd she sasd if she could forper i5. she woud be
happier. And | explaingd it wouldn't be 80 aimple, if 11 was poasitle.

o you eventeally find Rocky 07

Peugrs] | Tell ¢ou. the sasrch bed us 13 vary iNTEMeSTirg resulm. Mot only
did we find very good lesds te the rock, we discovered & guy called Jim
GENZEr. THiS is the guy who halped E4 Auicha bu ld the rckin 1978,
Gt Is b son e whio ownod & sl weal asd, dioniy 256, W Ue
ACAMNm We diznnvered thaf he happensd o be one of the smiers of
inlerances 1o craate the character of the Dude in The B4 Lebawaki. | was
aleacy in sheck when | eacountered this guy, hig voice it amazing, he
nEs 8 TANESTIC PLrSORanty. Charming, SUper cool He Says ne 15 the
lazioer pereor in the world, he ermoked pot all day, but he ie the nloest
@uy and daver. Hig frend John pElive, the directer ard

screemwTier, fold the Coen brathers Shey hed 10 meet Gange”. Ard
that's Bona The whole thing heppenad But of Souma, thee g saveral
ather pedgle wha greatly inasgired the charaster &f the Dude

vou afe launching an ndisgege campaign to crowd-furd to finish
where fs Mooqy iL Can you tell me whal the 100,000 you need will go

towards?
S0 we have 1o fund the hiring of & detective 2nd the screzmwiters. And

then with the hired screemwrizers they must orocuce a 13 minute trailer
and the crowd-Tunding will help with sreducing this railer.

Suppnrt thae funding #ar Wiare ie Rnery U7 hate and Bsak ot far i in
TRERTRrS NEAr you this DecsmaeT

Frllpm @rhissarieie on Twitter



