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Where Is Rocky II? Pierre Bismuth Seeks Long-Lost Artwork by Ed
Ruscha

Passionate about art? Click here to get our newsletter and follow your favorite artists
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It all starts in 2009, when artist Pierre Bismuth attends a press conference for Ed Ruscha's
retrospective Fifly Years of Painting at the Hayward Gallery in London, and asks Ruscha
about the whereabouts of one of his works that had never been exhibited. A little surprised
at the question, Ruscha, with a shght smile, simply replies, 5o t's out there i the Mojave
Desert somewhere. I'm not going to say where
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Maybe it all starts in 2006, when a fnend gres Bismuth a copy of a 1980 documentary on
Ed Ruscha fmed by Geoffrey Haydon for the BBC's Seven Arrsfs Senes The 28-munute
film draws parallels between Huscha s work and the Los Angeles lasvdscape, documents
Ruzchz crafting a fake boulder, and fims him talang it out nto the desen

Ewerm Bgmn Vinew 5 ooy 117, 212 Cownesy of Whare s Bogioy 117 fim campags

Or marrbe it all starts in 1979, when Sybester Stallone stare as the eponymaus boxer in
e sequil Hocky [ [he samae year Huscha, wilth eip from ws inénd Jim Canter make a
large rock of resin and sand, tllec Hocky (), which 11y then take cul Lo an uncisdosed
location in the cesan suirounding Los Angeles, planting it among 3l the extant boJldars in
the area. 1t looks jest Hie al the racks around it. Mothing is wiitten about the pece, | is
nevar exluilslsd, @ e auly recwd of il s the BBC ducunimenlary
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Bizmuth has had a long-standing interest in popular culture and media, Hollywood mowes in
pariicular, and the ways in which we relate to and consume them. A sefies of paintings and
neon works entitled "Coming Soon” plays with the anticipation evoked by the phrase
popularly used (o conclude movie trailers (and reveais his indebladness o the wark of Ed
Ruscha). The Barty (1997) 15 a 100-mnute wdea of a Blake Edveards’ film with sublitles
written by a typist, who had never seen the fim and could only hear the audo soundtrack
transcnbing hes real hme understanding of the film and dualogue

Parme Simum. Coming Soon Ciowts, 1008, Counmgy of T8 anst and Bugada § Cogral Fars

Where is Rocky N7 consttutes Bamuth's direclorial debut and has first feature fim (the
scresnplay of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Ming was suthored by him, but he had no hand in
the movie's production), and as such, the work necessarly moves oul of the rarefied reaim of
confernporany art and into the reaim of popular culture Though | appears as such, this s nota
atraightforward documentary fim @ & rather a prolonged expersment — a construction of ayer
upon yer of foton Baymuth says, “A1 the core. § & 8 fim about how we progct fantasiss and
how works of art can be the perfect otgect of faniasy *
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The characters and the Senmg tem nght out of 8 Howywood fantasy with the sigrk and desperats

beauty of the Joshua-tree-studded Southern Caiforna desert, the hardensd, retred-LA County
sharfi-tumad-private investigalor hired 1o track down the wheraabouls of Ruscha's myatErious
reck and a gang of mformants from the LA an worid best ssied to provide nformation atout Ed

Ruscha's prediechons and actrvibes, ncluding phianthropist E§ Broad, curator of the Hammer

Museum Connde Butler, and former and current WOCA directors Jeffrey Dedch and Philippe

Vergne. Tagging aleng with the investgator on his hunt 5 & par of scresnwrigrs—Aanihony
Peckham and [ DeVincenlis—empioyed for the purpese of tuming the nvestigation o a

fictional short fim. Bismwth told Forth Magasine, * think T's realy aboul how the different

characiams sian bulldsng up thelr own understanding of ahy an obect exists. R slars from pure
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The documentary portion of Whene /s Rociky 7 & compisted. but Bemuth s cormently rasing
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O As to whethes or not Rocky [l was ever faund Axmath & keepirg quiet. *| want 1o leavs that for
ai s the fim,’ h= says, ‘but | found more than what | was coking for, hiaf's for sure
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